3. II:3: R. Malokh in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “If the central rib 
of a branch of palm leaves was divided, it is in the status of its leaves 
being spread apart [and valid, in line with M. 3:1D].” 


4. III:4: As to palm branches [Lev. 23:10] — R. Tarfon says, “They 
must be bunches of palms.” R. Aqiba says, “Palm branches as their 
name implies.” R. Judah says, “If it is separated, he should tie it 
together.” 


[D] THORN-PALMS OF THE IRON MOUNTAIN ARE VALID. ANY PALM BRANCH WHICH IS 
[ONLY] THREE HANDBREATHS LONG, SUFFICIENT TO SHAKE. IS VALID. 


1. IV:1: What are the thorn-palms of the Iron Mountain that are valid [M. 
3:1F]? 


2; IV:2: It has been taught: If a palm branch is dried up, it is invalid. If it 
merely appears to be dried up, it is valid. 


3. IV:3: It has been taught: A myrtle and a willow are to be three 
handbreadths long, and a palm branch, four. It has been taught: “It is 
measured with a cubit of five handbreadths,” the words of R. Tarfon. 
[T. Suk. 2:8B-C.] But sages say, “With a cubit of six handbreadths.” 


4. IV:4: Jonah and R. Simeon b. Laqish in the name of R. Judah the 
Patriarch: “A palm branch is to be a handbreadth in length.” R. Simeon 
in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “The hyssop must be a handbreadth 
in length.” R. Zeirah asked, “Will a palm branch be a handbreadth and 
a hyssop also be a handbreadth?” 


XXIV. YERUSHALMI SUKKAH 3:2 


[A] A STOLEN OR DRIED UP MYRTLE BRANCH IS INVALID. AND ONE DERIVING FROM AN 
ASHERAH OR AN APOSTATE TOWN IS INVALID. [IF] ITS TIP WAS BROKEN OFF, 
[OR IF] ITS LEAVES WERE SPLIT: 


1. I:1: It is written, “[And you shall take on the first day the fruit of 
goodly trees, branches of palm trees, and] boughs of leafy trees, [and 
willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God 
seven days]” (Lev. 23:40). 


[B] OR IF ITS BERRIES WERE MORE NUMEROUS THAN ITS LEAVES, IT IS INVALID. BUT IF 
ONE THEN REMOVED SOME OF THEM, IT IS VALID. AND THEY DO NOT REMOVE 
[SOME OF THEM] ON THE FESTIVAL DAY. 


